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This Month's Contest !
Winners of Quiz Number 8 

The drawing was held on July 19 among several hundred entries. The winners are Jean Parenteau from
L'Avenir (advisor: Lyne Brodeur) and Maurice Lanctôt, from Compton (advisor: Annick Desjardins). Both won
a $50 credit on PATLQ services. The correct answers were:

Answers can be found in our technical column on page 3, or in the 2000 or 2001 editions of the Rapport
de production, or by checking with your agent. Two $50 credits on PATLQ services will be drawn on
November 4, 2002.

Question 1

At what Milk Urea Nitrogen level (mg N/dl) should
one begin to worry ? 

a)  over 10 
b)  over 12 
c)  over 14 
d)  over 16 

Question 2

What was the average level of Milk Urea Nitrogen
(mg N/dl) in Quebec for 2001? 

a)    8,2
b)  11,2
c)  13,2
d)  14,3

Question 3

The special cost for URÉELAB analysis ($/sam-
ple) in September 2002 is:

a)  $0.14
b)  $0.32
c)  $0.58
d)  $0.75

Question 4 

In the study cited on page 3, the percentage of
farms that increased protein in the ration was:

a)    5%
b)  26%
c)  33%
d)  44%

Reply Form – Quiz Number 9 - September 2002
Answers :1 : 2 : 3 : 4 :

Name : _____________________________________________________ Herd number :

Address : ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone : ________________________________________ Fax : ____________________________________

E-mail : _________________________________________________________________________________

Question 1

PATLQ Laboratories just
received accreditation
level:

d) ISO 17025

Question 2

The rate of urea in
milk is usually lower
in a primiparous than
a multiparous cow.

True

Question 3

In order to get a representative
sample of forages, how many
bales should be sampled?

c) 10

Question 4 

Good quality forage
has an energy
value of how many
mcal/kg ?

a) 1.40 

Here is Quiz Number 9 !
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Please return prior to November 1st, 2002 to the attention of Jennifer Bender, PATLQ, 555 boul. des Anciens-Combattants, 
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Quebec  H9X 3R4 -- Fax: 514-398-7963 - E-mail: jbender@patlq.com (You may enter by E-mail. Just write in
the subject box "Quiz - 9", followed by your herd number, and give your answers and full name and address as your message).
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On Saturday, July 20, the Holstein Quebec
Picnic for 2002 was held at Ferme Jaton et
Gremion, in Compton. Great sunshine,

enchanting locale, smiling hosts, just add a zest of

Swiss tradition and lore, with a lot of happy Holstein
folks - we had it all! Thanks to all PATLQ clients who
came by our exhibit.

Holstein Quebec Picnic 2002
A wonderful day under the shining sun !

Congratulations to the winners in our two drawings!
1. Two milk meters by Tru-Test, attendance prizes, co-sponsored by Tru-Test:

2. Feed analyses. The five winners are:
Suzanne Hostiguy, from Granby
Ferme Gilson, from Upton
Marie-Claire Marineau from St-André Est
Roch Charland, from Wotton
Denyse Théberge, from Ste-Cécile 

Ferme Bessette et Frères, from Waterville
advisor: Michel Brien 
technical support agent: Julie Gagnon

Suzanne Théberge, Ferme Geryane,
from Courcelles
advisor: Réjean Fontaine

URÉELAB Services
50 % off regular price in September

Milk Urea Nitrogen Analysis
helps balance the ration,

increase production and 
regulate reproduction while sav-

ing money. Close to 30% of milk
samples are already tested

with URÉELAB.
This month, the cost 
of urea analysis is 50%
off : 14 cents per sample

instead of 28.
Why, even the regular price is a great deal! 

See technical column on page 3.



Specialized Advisory Group Services 2002-2003
Training sessions start in November

PATLQ's Specialized Advisory Group Services were
very popular last year. More than 60 sessions were
attended by 1100 producers for close to 5900 hours

of training. You missed the opportunity? Cheer up!
Specialized Advisory Group Services are back beginning
this November. TMR, Replacement heifers, Silage, Milking
methods and more. Among the new courses, Comfort and
well being of the cow and calf and Silage conservation.

Also, a major innovation, this year's course on
Reproduction will be the result of an alliance between
PATLQ, CIAQ, CIQ, CABs, and AMVPQ. This 10-hour,
two-day extended session will cover all aspects of 
reproduction, including feeding, fertility, detection and 
synchronization of heats, etc. Not to be missed! For a
detailed list of training sessions, check our web site around
mid-October, or contact your advisor.

Important scientific meetings in Quebec
PATLQ always on the cutting edge

Last July in Quebec City were held the Annual
Meetings of the American Dairy Science Association,
the American Society of Animal Science and the

Canadian Society of Animal Science. The result was one
of the most prestigious international event of the year in
the animal science sector, with close to 3000 attendants
from around the world and more than 1600 scientific pre-
sentations. Several members of PATLQ's R&D team were
present to sample the latest developments as well deliver
PATLQ's contribution as a centre of expertise.

Daniel Lefebvre, Ph.D, agr., Roger Cue, Ph.D. and Robert
Moore, Ph.D., from PATLQ and McGill University, jointly
presented the results of a recent research project about
lactose concentration in the milk of Quebec herds.
Lactose is the milk component with the highest concen-
tration (about 4.6% in Holsteins). Lactose contributes
more than 25% of the energy value of milk. Knowing the
precise level of lactose, we can evaluate more precisely
the energy requirements of cows, which is a great help for
balancing nutrition.

2 - PATLQ SEPTEMBER 2002 SEPTEMBER 2002 PATLQ - 3

Technical Column
Milk Urea Nitrogen, a way
to improve herd management

Milk Urea Nitrogen analysis is a recent tool that has
been steadily gaining ground, since it provides us
with very interesting information about the way

each cow is processing the dietary protein.

A recent study (Journal of Dairy Science, April 2002)
looked into the use of MUN analysis as a tool for improv-
ing nutrition. Figure 1 shows urea levels in milk for farms
that used MUN information (top curve) compared with
farms that did not (bottom curve).

Milk Urea Nitrogen increases in Springtime for all farms
because of intensive use of pasture. However, it is obvious
that farms using the MUN information kept better control
on feeding, since the MUN increase was more moderate.

This American study included a significant number of
farms in Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and
Pennsylvania : 454 of them used the MUN information

while 702 did not. For the 454 farms actively participating,
only 60% knew at the time that MUN analysis was 
available.

What did the active farms do with the MUN information?
As might be expected, several different actions were
attempted (Table 1). 30% of farms changed nothing.
One can suppose that their MUN level was deemed
acceptable. Others changed the ration formula (44%).
Some increased protein in the ration (33%), while some
decreased it (31%). Some changed ingredients in 
the ration (32%).

Table 1. Answers to the question: "Did you take one or 
several of the following actions because of the MUN
results that were provided to you in the course of 
this study?"

Milk Urea Nitrogen Analysis first helps with better nutrition
management. We also know that a balanced urea level
brings substantial benefits with reproduction (namely
lower risk of embryonic death).

Milk Urea Nitrogen Analysis costs little. Regular price is
only 28 cents per sample. Better yet, this September,
PATLQ offers URÉELAB analysis at 50% off. Only 14
cents per sample, which comes to $7 for a 50-cow herd! It
would quite simply be foolish not to take advantage of such
a deal.

* From the Nutrition team at PATLQ's R&D department.
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Agri-Lacta
Data transfer is coming fine

This past summer, herds enrolled with PATLQ have
been doing a major (but virtual) migration: all of their
data is moving for good towards the Agri-Lacta

analysis program. PATLQ management and personnel
want to thank all of our clients for their understanding 
during this adaptation period.

Also, as of last month, users of on-line data access can
download all their files through a new centralized web

page. Vision2000 reports, TIP files for your management
software or the new XML-TIP files to be used with 
Agri-Lacta, everything you need is now a mouse-click
away. Incidentally, industry partners (providers of goods
and services) can now enroll directly with PATLQ.
Providing they have written consent from producers, 
they can access their data in a quicker, easier fashion
than ever before (see next article).

Figure 1. Monthly levels of Milk Urea Nitrogen for farms
using analysis results (top curve) compared with farms
not using this information (lower curve)

Information Transfer Consent Form 
Your authorization is mandatory

PATLQ is proud to protect the confidentiality of 
your data. On the other hand, you have a major
interest in seeing PATLQ's information shared with

several organizations (Canadian Dairy Network, breed
associations, artificial insemination centres, etc.). The
sharing of important data generates highly profitable
feedback for producers and for the entire industry.

As the law now forbids us to transfer your data without
your authorization, we have designed a "Consent Form"
for the sole purpose of recording your directives.
We urge you to give your consent. However, PATLQ 

is pledged to obey your orders. If this has not been done
yet, your advisor will soon ask you to sign the Consent
From, telling us that you accept (or refuse) the transfer 
of your data.

If you wish to transfer data to another industry partner, for
instance a provider of goods or services, your agent will
ask you to sign an Information Transfer Authorization
Form (F-49) specially created for that purpose. The F-49
can also be downloaded by any client or industry partner
from our Web site at www.patlq.com.
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Dec.      Jan.      Feb.      Mach      April      May     

Action Yes (%) 
Examine ration 70 
Reformulate ration 44 
Analyze forage nutrients 38 
Analyze concentrate nutrients 25 
Change ration ingredients  32 
Increase ration CP  33 
Reduce ration CP  31 
Increase ration energy 26 
Decrease ration energy 8 
Change cow grouping 5 

This September, the cost of milk urea nitrogen (MUN) analysis at PATLQ is 50% off.
So go ahead ! Knowing the MUN of your cows allows for better herd management, better 
technical performances (production, reproduction, environment) and better business results.

By Jean Brisson, agr.*
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Address : ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone : ________________________________________ Fax : ____________________________________

E-mail : _________________________________________________________________________________
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The rate of urea in
milk is usually lower
in a primiparous than
a multiparous cow.

True
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value of how many
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Here is Quiz Number 9 !
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