
Dairy Knowledge
at your fingertips

The most difficult period for a dairy cow is around  

and starting a new lactation almost always leads to  

significant weight loss and entails health risks, with both 

the animal’s life and the herd’s profitability at stake.

What can we do to improve our transition 
management? 

Until now, there were no management tools specific to 

situation has changed. An American researcher has  

2-3).

As a milk recording agency and centre of expertise,  

 

 

 

less trouble throughout the year. Who would want to do 

without it?

It is with great 

pleasure – and 

some sadness as 

well – that we say 

goodbye to Mr.  

Rodrigue Martin, 

who retired in 

March. Trained as 

an agronomist, Mr. 

Martin made his  

for the MAPAQ’s Di-

 

of the Board of Directors of PATLQ and then Valacta  

for many years. Mr. Martin has always been an ardent 

dairy industry. In fact it was his comparison of the 

performance data from farms using Valacta ser-

 

that brought to light the “Valacta Effect”, i.e., 

mathematical proof that dairy producers 

enrolled with Valacta obtain higher milk 

yields than others.   

On behalf of the directors and 

staff of Valacta, and on behalf of 

Quebec’s dairy producers, we 

thank you, dear Rodrigue, 

and wish you a wonder-

 

retirement.
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New value-added service 
Make way for the Transition Cow IndexTM

Farewell to a distinguished collaborator 
Thank you to Rodrigue Martin

M

fo



to the expected milk yield for each cow. Among others, the cow’s last lactation’s milk production, age,  

into consideration to predict milk production for the starting lactation. 

production, indicates that the cow is not starting lactation as anticipated and it’s likely that transition 
has something to do with it. That means that each cow is compared with herself rather than with a stan-

 

the transition period was a success. 

-

a difficult transition period and has a TCI of – 5000 has only a one-in-three chance of remaining in the herd 

Valacta’s Transition Cow IndexTM 
For better management of the transition period
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Chances of survival to 60 days 

and of calving again based on the 

Transition Cow Index
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TRANSITION COW INDEX 

ASK FOR OUR INFORMATION FLYER

com, by following the Transition Cow Index link.

abomasum, the gap widened to more than 2000 kg. 

Although the Transition Cow Index doesn’t tell us what’s causing the problem, it does ensure rapid detec-

comfort. 

the transition period.  The key 
elements of this panel are the 
TCI, the protein-to-fat ratio 

an index of the risk of subclini-
cal ketosis), the number of cows 

well as cows with a first test cell 

RPT50510
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Valacta training courses and  
workshops available now

It Pays to Observe your Cows

Silage Harvest Organization

-

sor for more information on the selection and schedule offered in your region.

A three-hour on-farm workshop: 

an indication of the efficiency of our housing, feeding or milking methods, for example. 

A one-day (5 hours) training session in the classroom: Dis-

Practical exercises tailored to your farm operation to help you 

Choose among the three courses offered: 

-
enced by a number of factors that are difficult to 
control. A better understanding of these factors, 
particularly those associated with cattle nutri-
tion, would make it possible to offer dairy products  

Research Chair on Nutritional Control of the Produc-
tion of Milk Components in Dairy Cows. 

“Our work is aimed at, among other things, using  
dietary factors to increase the content of some  
beneficial nutrients, such as omega 3, in milk, while 

 

attempt to identify different types of feed ingre-

adds. 

The creation of this chair was made possible by 
-

-

and the Centre for Research in Animal 

will take part in the experimental 

New research chair at Université Laval 
For better nutritional control of 
the production of milk components

u
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of the herd is in open housing with robotic milking. The other half is housed in tie-stalls. 

in robotic dairy herd management, they considered the feeding strategy he proposed to be extremely 
pertinent.

cows while reducing feeding costs.

The results:  

 
 

 

The Valacta Effect 
$45 000 in savings for Ferme Seigneurie!

of $45 000 thanks to the “Valacta Effect”.
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Producers who use Valacta say they are satisfied with the services they receive, but expect more

it  

in the future. 

 
 

 

“Valacta Effect” in the months to come. 

-

 
 

 
 

Results of our fall 2009 client survey 

THE WORK OF MY VALACTA DAIRY PRODUCTION ADVISOR YES

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

THE WORK OF MY VALACTA DAIRY PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN YES

8 

9 He makes me aware of both the strong and weak points on my reports

10 

11 I would recommend my technician to other producers

Thank you to all the participants!


